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PRESS RELEASE

The Chief Minister Mr. N.B. Bhandari’s move to have me arrested and put me in jail under the
National Security Act (NSA) reflects his own desperateness and political insecurity. Ever since |
was dropped from his Cabinet in June this year and expelled from the ruling party the people of
Sikkim have shown tremendous support and sympathy for me and the stand I have taken for
freedom, democracy and the dignity of the people of Sikki, within the constitution of India. In the
past several months I have been constantly travelling all over the State and meeting people from
all walks of life to find out about how they felt about the present Bhandari regime and what their
hopes and aspirations were. There can be no doubt that the people are now totally fed up of the
undemocratic and anti-people rule of the SSP under Mr. Bhandari.

All along I have been led to believe that people in Sikkim are longing for freedom and democracy
and real economic development in the State. I believe that people living in this border State want
genuine economic development, genuine communal harmony and genuine peace. I am forever
conscious of the fact that as I move forward for the ptorection of the rights and interests of the
genuine local Sikkimese and other in Sikkim, it is my duty as an elected representative of the
people to respect the country’s interest in this State and to work for national unity and national
integration.

Mr. Bhandari has always resorted to anti-national and anti-democratic means to stay in power. It
may be recalled that last year around this time he ordered the arrest of several opposition leaders
and placed them behind the bars and some of them were severely tortured by the police. Among
them was a journalist from Siliguri who had to be hospitalised because of the police brutality. It
was only at the intervention of the Supreme Court that his life was saved.

Earlier, during Mr. Bhandari’s rule two leaders of the Naya Sikkim party (NSP) Capitan Sonam
Yongda and Mr. Kiran Chhetri were arrested and put in jail under the NSA. Ironically, Capitain
Yongda whose main work has been the establishement of the school for the destitude in West
Sikkim went on to receive a national ward for his work. The national award was awareded by no
less a person then the president of India. Did this seem that he was an antinational claimed by Mr.
Bhandari? Mr. Kiran Chhetri who later forms the Sikkim Krantikari Morcha was taken into the
Congress (I) although he soon switched on to the ruling SSP. He is now a Chairman in one of the
undertakings of the State Government. These development prove that Mr. Bhandari caused the
arrest of these leaders on flimsy grounds and for his own political interest.

Mr. Bhandari thinks that by putting me in jail he will be able to silence the voice of revolt among
the people who are crying for democracy and dignity. It is known to eveyone that my life is under
constant threat and that mr. Bhandari’s attempts to put pressure on me and the latest move to use
the NSA against me has no justification and only reflects his own desperateness. By resorting to
such terror tactice he is only causing more tension and disturbing the peace in the region.

I once again urge the Chief Minister to govern the State in a democratic and dignified manner.
Mr. Bhandari should put a final end to resorting to force and repression means to staty in power.
Sd/-

Pawan Kumar chamling

MLA

Damthang Constituency

South Sikkim

Gangtok,

Novermber 6, 1992
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FIRST ‘FLAME’ OF PROTEST IN SIKKIM HOUSE

Tapas Mukherjee

Gangtok : The one-day Sikkim assembly session on September 9 witnessed a rather weird scene.
The lone opposition MLA, Pawan Chamling lit a candle in the glittering House and slow marched
upto the seat of the chief minister and Sikkim Sangram Parishad (SSP) president Nar Bahadur
Bhandari before staging a walk out. Chamling told SUNDAY MAIL that the wanted to highlight
the darkness that had enveloped democratic principles in the Himalayan state.

“I was not allowed to speak during the zero hour" he added.

The one-day session was called to meet the constitutional requirement or the assembly meeting
at least once in every six months time. This was for the first time in over a decade since 1979 that
the assembly witnessed an opposition protest as the SSP had commanded a total sway till
Chamling was dropped from the cabinet and expelled from the party.

Chamling, who claims to be a victim of Bhandari’s dictatorial rule, alleges that the Indian
Constitution including its democratic principles guaranteeing freedom of speech and expression
and human rights has been given an “idecent burial" in Sikkim.

Strongly criticising Bhandari for total mismanagement of the public exchequer, chamling points
out that the state which generates a paltry internal revenue of Rs. 45.43 crore disburses Rs. 70
crore as salary to its over staffed departmental employees annually. With a population of around
for lakhs, Sikkim has 1,404 gazetted officers, the per capita concentration being the highest in the
country.

Chamling feels that the Centre which has called for an economy drive and more disciplined
financial management should find out how a Nepalese national who is already involved in an
excise duty scam in Sikkim could obtain an intetest free loan of Rs. 2 crore from the state
government for starting an Ayurvedic medicine factory ins Sikkim. The Centre’s investigations,
syas he, into how 169 persons have been given loans amounting to Rs. 45 crore from the State
Bank of Sikkim since 1979 may lead to starting disclosures. They have neither repaid their loans
nor even met the interest component so far.

According to Chamling, the Sikkim goernment is in the red to the tune of over Rs. 183 crore. It
has obtained that amount of loan from arious government and semi-government sources for
which it is required to pay interest amounting to over Rs. 18 crore annually. This works out to
about Rs. 5,000 of government debt per head or Rs. 40,000 on each of the 50,000 households in
the state. Chamling feels that the Centre should do something to stop this unwarranted drainage of
national wealth, or ensure its proper utilisation.

[‘Sunday Mail’, Calcutta, 27 September - 3 October, 1992]
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